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council when they pleased; that, for their own part,
they would willingly be present thereat. And cer-
tainly God assisted them indeed, in this crisis; for if
they had changed countenance, or wavered in their
answers, their case would have been settled upon the
spot, as these barbarians have since informed us. In
fact, we have learned that it had been decided to put
us all to death.

Our Father Superior hastened to appear in person
in this new assembly, having been informed by some
of our best Friends that without doubt it would go ill
with both him and us in this multitude of enemies.
At his arrival, he went to greet the prominent men
of the village, who merely bowed their heads, indi-
cating by this gesture that it was all over with us.
In short, God willed that the only Captain of our
Friends to whom we could have had recourse was at
that time absent from the village, perhaps that all
our hope might rest in him who desires us to be
entirely his. Accordingly, the Father chose this
occasion to draw up a form of testament that he could
leave in the hands of some faithful Christians, in
accordance with the offer they had made him, of
their own accord, to carry it at the proper time to
Kébec. Here are its terms:

[28] MY REVEREND FATHER,
Pax Christi.

We are, perhaps, upon the point of shedding
our blood and of sacrificing our lives to the serv-
ice of our good Master, Jesus Christ. It seems that
his goodness consents to accept this sacrifice from
me for the expiation of my great and innumerable
sins, and to crown, from this time on, the past services



